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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 052031 
ORIGIN OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO /022 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:OES/OFA/FA:GCNELSON 
APPROVED BY:OES/OFA/FA:GCNELSON 

072943 011024Z/15 

P 010004Z MAR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 9081 

UNCLAS E F T O STATE 052031 

FOLLOWING REPEAT COMDT COGARD WASHDC DTG 270359Z FEB 78 
ACTION SECSTATE INFO CCGDSEVEN MIAMI EL, COMLANTREA COGARD NY, 

NMCC WASHDC DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC, INS WASHDC, DEA WASHDC, 

COMMCUSTOMS WASHDC, WHITE HOUSE, CCGPF.I .EVEN LONG BEACH CA, 

BOGOTA, BARRANQUILLA, NASSAU AND DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION WASHDC 
FEB 27. 


QUOTE: UNCLAS E F T O FOUO COMDT COGARD WASHDC 270359Z FEB 78 
CCGDELEVEN PASS TO EPIC 

1 . SITUATION. THE COAST GUARD CUTTER STEADFAST IS MAINTAINING OVERT 
SURVEILLANCE OF SUBJECT VESSEL IN THE NORTHWEST PROVIDENCE CHANNEL 
DUE WEST OF THE SOUTHERN TIP OF GREAT ABACO ISLAND. WHEN INITIALLY 
SIGHTED BY STEADFAST, SUBJECT VESSEL WAS APPROXIMATELY FIVE 

MILES OFF GREAT ABACO HEADED FOR SHORE. UPON BEING HAILED BY 
STEADFAST. VESSEL GAVE NAME (UNDERSTOOD BY STEADFAST TO BE EITHER 
CATALINA OR CAROLINA) AND HOMEPORT OF SANTA MARTA. COLOMBIA, THEN 
CHANGED TO COURSE WHICH WOULD HAVE TAKEN IT SOUTH OF GREAT ABACO. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, VESSEL REVERSED COURSE AND HEADED WEST THROUGH 
NORTHWEST PROVIDENCE CHANNEL. WHEN APPROACHED BY STEADFAST, 
PERSONS ABOARD SUBJECT VESSEL MOVED TWO BALES OF THE TYPE USED TO 
PACKAGE MARIJUANA FROM THE DECK TO BELOW. LATER, PERSONS ON 
VESSEL BEGAN TO BURN PAPERS ABOARD VESSEL. SUBJ VESSEL HAS AT 
ALL TIMES BEEN IN INTL WATERS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 052031 

2. DESCRIPTION OF VESSEL. APPOX. 75 FEET COASTAL FREIGHTER. 

DISPLAYING NO NAME OR HOMEPORT. FURTHER DESCRIPTION AND 
INFORMATION WILL BE PASSED BY TELEPHONE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION. IF VESSEL'S CLAIM OF COLOMBIAN 
NATIONALITY IS CONFIRMED, COAST GUARD PROPOSES THAT DEPT OF 
STATE SEEK AUTHORIZATION FROM GOVT OF COLOMBIA FOR COAST GUARD 
TO BOARD AND SEARCH VESSEL, AND IF CONTRABAND IS FOUND, TO SEIZE 
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VESSEL, BRING IT TO MIAMI AND HOLD FOR PROSECUTION. IF 
EVIDENCE SUPPORTS, PROSECUTION WOULD BE BY U.S. (THIS COURSE APPEARS 
UNLIKELY AT THIS TIME); OTHERWISE, PERSONS ON BOARD WOULD BE 
DEPORTED BY INS, AND VESSEL WOULD BE HELD FOR GOVT OF 
COLOMBIA. IF VESSEL IS NOT COLOMBIAN, COAST GUARD WILL TREAT IT AS 
STATELESS VESSEL. DEPT OF JUSTICE CONCURS WITH THIS PROPOSED COURSE 
OF ACTION. 

4. REQUEST YOU CHECK WITH GOVT OF COLOMBIA TO CONFIRM SUBJ VESSEL S 
NATIONALITY. IF VESSEL IS COLOMBIAN, REQUEST YOU SEEK THAT GOVT'S 
AUTHORIZATION ASHNEEDED TO PROCEED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
PARA 3. ABOVE. 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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